198   NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN: MAN OF PEACE

Of this house very little use is now made, and the
Chamberlains stayed there for the first time for some
considerable period for the purposes of a family
reunion in the early part of the summer of 1939.

Mr, Chamberlain has of course extensive ties,
family and sentimental, with Birmingham, His only
son, who has so far shown little inclination for
politics, is engaged in business in Birmingham. His
daughter Dorothy is married to Mr. Stephen Lloyd,
a member of a well-known Birmingham family, and
also lives in Birmingham, where she presented Mr.
Chamberlain with his first grandchild in the dark
days of the September crisis of 1938. His cousin
Mr. Arthur Chamberlain, whose guest he sometimes
is for shooting, maintains the other side of the
Chamberlain family tradition by being one of the
leading members of the Birmingham industrial com-
munity. Mr. Chamberlain's sisters however, like
himself, have deserted Birmingham from the point
of view of domicile, and are now jointly installed in
a pleasant house with extensive gardens, which lies
in a backwater just off the main road of Odiham
in Hampshire. There Miss Ida Chamberlain main-
tains the family tradition of municipal administration
by serving on the Hampshire County Council, on
which she used appropriately enough, to be chairman
of the Public Health and Housing Committee. To
Odiham Mr. Chamberlain sometimes goes for a quiet
family week-end. Indeed Hampshire is a favourite
resort of Mr. Chamberlain for recreational purposes,
for in addition to Odiham and Sir Francis Lindley's
place at Alresford, he is also from time to time the
guest of Major Mills, the Conservative member for
New Forest and Christchurch.

A necessary element of interest in a review of any
man who has held the position of Prime Minister at
the culmination of a considerable career in politics,